
We lead through service. That is our strength.
We are a network of community leaders who
have seen the result volunteer service can bring,
and the value that volunteers provide to their
communities.

We must continue to assess our service
initiatives and programs offered by LCI to ensure
we have a unified vision in which service
programs drive the purpose of our organization,
and as a result, grow our membership, increase
member satisfaction, allow for more meaningful
partnerships and increase public awareness.
Ultimately, we must continue to lead through
service and enhance our position as the global
leader in humanitarian service.

Lions have an enormous impact on the
health and well-being of communities worldwide.
Think of all the ways that Lions make a
difference in day-to-day life:

• Environment – Lions help to keep our
neighborhoods, streets, parks, rivers, green
spaces, and water clean and safe for
everyone. 

• Youth – Lions tutor, teach, mentor, coach,
and support young people with everything
from math homework to dealing with
personal crises to football and soccer
tournaments.

• Hunger – We work on our own and with
other agencies to stem food insecurity.

• Vision – Lions work on many levels to fight
preventable blindness and provide much
needed services to the blind and visually
impaired.

Lions are critical partners of and participants
in societies throughout the world. 

Ask yourself this question: What would my
community be like if there had never been a
Lions club?

What would our cities, towns, state/provincial
parks, schools, and libraries look like? What
basic needs would go unmet? What opportunities
to grow, learn, and thrive as a society would be
lost?  That is a world that is hard to imagine, and
difficult to measure.

Fortunately, we don’t have to imagine a
world without Lions clubs. As we approach 100
years of service, our footprint of service has
grown beyond what Melvin Jones could have
possibly foreseen 

Lions continue to adhere to the two words
that define us – our reason for being and the very
essence of our existence – “We Serve.” And Lions
embrace new challenges and new opportunities
to serve others. No mountain is too high.

As we began our centennial celebration at
the 2014 International Convention in Toronto, we
asked Lions to climb the next mountain – to
serve at least 100 million people in four areas –
Youth, Vision, Hunger and the Environment – by
June 30, 2018. Lions responded as only Lions do,
with enthusiasm and determination. In only the
first year we achieved more than one third of our
goal. And now, as we conclude the second year
of our Centennial Service Challenge, we are well
past the two thirds mark, and positioned nicely to
meet and exceed our goal. 

REACHING THE

SUMMIT OF SERVICE
Reaching the top of a mountain is not the end of a journey;
it’s the beginning of another. A new opportunity. 



But now is not the time to rest.
Every community, large or small, that
each club serves, presents an
opportunity for a Centennial Legacy
Project. Lions around the world are
stepping up to meet this new
challenge by creating a permanent
legacy, which will forever remind
Lions and others in the community of
the great work we perform, and the
mountains we climbed during our
centennial year. Whether it's a park
where children can play, a sports field
where young people can compete, a
school where students can learn, an
eye center where those in need can
be served, a hospital where the sick
can be made well, a forested area
where trees can grow and the
environment be preserved, a library
where our senior citizens can learn
and enjoy their time, or merely a
monument, a clock, or a sign to
remind us always of our duty to serve,
Lions around the world are now
turning their attention to the needs
that can be met through completion
of a Legacy Project. The mountain is
high, and we cannot yet see the top. 
It will take perseverance if we are to
achieve what we set out to accomplish.
But we are Lions, and we will not stop
until we reach the peak!


